Integrity   of  Civilisations >
Acculturation,    and   Values

IN the previous chapter the variety of implications of Occident and
Orient has been noted. In the present chapter the variety of opinions
regarding the integrity of civilizations, acculturation and values
may be sketched.

Mr. Lothrop Stoddard anxiously enquires: "Can our distinctively
Western Civilization be successfully transplanted and generalized?'*
(Stoddard, Clashing Tides of Colour, p. 407). He raises this question
because he agrees with Mr. Lowes Dickinson when the latter
held that "Civilization is a whole. Its arts, its religion, its way
of life, all hang together with its economic and technical
development. I doubt whether a nation can pick and choose"
(ibid., p. 195).

While maintaining that each civilization is an integral whole,
Mr. Lowes Dickinson does not contend that it cannot be acquired
by another civilization. Only it must be taken as a whole. "So, I
expect," says Mr. Dickinson, "the East to follow us, whether it
like it or no, into all these excesses, and to go right through, not
round, all that we have been through on its way to a higher phase
of civilization" (ibid., p. 196).

Mr. Pitt-Rivers agrees with Mr. Dickinson with respect to the
integrity of culture, but contends that acculturation is possible only
with blood-mixture. He quotes with approval Professor Bronislaw
Malinowski's thesis that "in every type of civilization, every custom,
material object, idea and belief fulfils some vital function, has some
task to accomplish, represents * an indispensable part within a